33O               CAESAR      IN      ABYSSINIA

On Easter Sunday (April n) we were once more on a
mountain range, where we spent the cold night.

The Emperor and his suite went down to Bohaie, where
they partook of the traditional meal which ends the Lenten
fast. In accordance with custom bullocks and sheep had been
slaughtered and all ate raw meat with relish. But this
feast was not a gay one : the Emperor of Ethiopia and the
highest lords of the land celebrated Easter in a small and
filthy tukul ; they did not even drink their traditional
mead ; and sadly they thought of the abundance and
pomp at the great banquets in Addis Ababa.

On the first day after Easter we moved into the Gibbi
of the Governor at Lasta, Fitorari Balai.

All the population came up with dergo. There were
thousands of injura (cakes of barley flour), hundreds of
sheep, dozens of oxen, and gombos containing talla which
had been ordered by the chiefs. The Emperor gave orders
to distribute the sheep and the injura to the chiefs and to
give one thaler to each soldier.

We were in one of the richest and most thickly populated
parts of Ethiopia. Everywhere there were villages and
hamlets, conical thatched roofs, fenced compounds. The
fields were full of cattle.

On the first day of Easter, when we crossed the Takkaze
river to enter the house of the Governor of Lasta, the
Emperor gave a great gebir. A hundred soldiers at a time
were collected in an immense round tukul whose roof was
supported by twelve pillars. The feast lasted from eleven
in the morning until four in the afternoon. The Emperor
suddenly decided to go to Lalibela, which was not on our
original route, for we were making straight for Dessye.
The Emperor left that evening with about a hundred
soldiers. We arrived late at night.

Lalibela town is built round eleven churches carved out
of the solid rock. We lost two days going to Lalibela.
But although the visit was of aesthetic interest to me, to the
Emperor it was something more mystical, more like a
pilgrimage. Lalibela is a monument to Ethiopian glory.
Perhaps the Emperor was seeking new moral strength in
this contact with a holy place of Ethiopia. Perhaps he
wished to commune with the spirit of the Emperor Lalibela
the Great, who like him had brought the Mediterranean